
Dear Friends, 
 
I am writing on behalf of the United Methodist Committee on Relief’s UMCOR West Office and 
Depot which has been in operation since June 1, 2009. We are a ministry that gathers, assembles, 
and sends disaster relief kits all round the world to the most vulnerable of populations. Along 
with UMCOR Sager Brown (http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umcor/work/sagerbrown/), UMCOR 
West (http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umcor/work/umcorwest/) is the UMCOR second disaster relief 
depot. Except for Alaska and Hawaii, every western state has sent a work teams to UMCOR 
West to participate in our important ministry. You can find out more about our mission by going 
to UMCOR.org.  
 
This last week has been particularly difficult for all of the UMCOR staff as a result of the 
earthquake in Haiti. As you may know, the Rev. Sam Dixon who was the head of UMCOR, 
along with the Rev. Clinton Rabb, head of mission volunteers, were killed in the earthquake. 
Your prayers for the UMCOR staff, the families of Rev. Dixon and Rev. Rabb, and for the 
people of Haiti are coveted during this grieving process.  
 
On a more positive note, the people of Utah have responded powerfully to the call to help the 
people of Haiti. We have been working with hundreds of volunteers to assemble and send aid to 
the people of Haiti. Our first shipment of around 23,000 health kits (http://new.gbgm-
umc.org/umcor/getconnected/supplies/health-kit/) will be sent from our warehouse in a few 
days! 
 
As a result of this tremendous volunteer response, we are now running critically low on our 
disaster relief materials and we call on you to help. If you would like to help restock our 
warehouse in preparation for more supplies being sent to Haiti and other destinations you can: 
 
1. Give financially through the Advance (http://new.gbgm-umc.org/advance/) which is a 
powerful giving program in United Methodist Church. One hundred percent of the money 
donated goes toward the project you pick. Each mission project is assigned a number. The 
Advance number for both UMCOR West and UMCOR Sager Brown – our two UMCOR Depots 
– is #901440  
(http://secure.gbgm-umc.org/donations/umcor/donate.cfm?id=3018981&code=901440). 
 
2. Consider putting together disaster relief kits at your home church. All of the information to 
assemble kits can be found at www.umcor.org. If you choose to make kits at your home church 
we ask that you please focus on two kits, the Health Kit and Layette Kit. They can be sent to 
UMCOR West, 1479S 700W, Salt Lake City, UT, 84104. 
 
Thank you so much for your support and faithfulness! It is the work of United Methodists like 
you that makes a difference in the lives of people around the globe. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Rev. Brian Diggs, Director UMCOR West Office and Depot 


